
GARBERVILLE SANITARY DISTRICT 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

AGENDA 

There will be a regular meeting held by the Garberville Sanitary District Board of Directors at the 
GSD District Office 

919 Redwood DR. Garberville, CA 

Date of Meeting:  Tuesday, April 28thth, 2026 
5:00 p.m. – Closed Session 

5:30 p.m. - Open Session to Public 

Any writings or documents that are public records and are provided to a majority of the governing board regarding an open session item on this 
agenda will be made available for public inspection in the District Office located at 919 Redwood Dr. during normal business hours. 

NOTE: The Board of Directors may require staff and the public to participate, via teleconference or
    Otherwise electronically. This meeting is compliant with AB361 which allows for a deviation of 
    Teleconference rules required by the Brown Act during a proclaimed state of emergency. 

I. REGULAR MEETING CALLED TO ORDER

II. ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM
Rio Anderson___, Doug Bryan___, Julie Lyon_____, Dan Thomas_____, Richard Landes_____

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA - Action to add or delete items from any portion of the agenda or to discuss any consent agenda
items must be taken prior to adoption of the agenda.

Motion: Second: Vote: 

IV. Questions or Comments about Closed Session Items
1. Public employee performance evaluation (Government Code §54957)

General Manager Performance Evaluation and Contract Changes

V. RETURN TO OPEN SESSION
Report of Action Taken in Closed Session

VI. COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS FROM THE AUDIENCE
Up to fifteen minutes of this portion of the meeting are reserved for members of the public to address the Board on items not listed on the
agenda and within the jurisdiction of the GSD Board.  Speakers are limited to 3 minutes.  The GSD Board is prohibited by law from
taking action on matters discussed that are not on the Agenda, and no adverse conclusions should be drawn if the GSD Board does not
respond to public comment at this time.

General Public / Community Groups

Remote Public Comments:
1. Submit public comments in writing or by Email to the Garberville Board of Directors and

Staff prior to meeting, so Board and staff have time to review the information provided. All public
Comments sent to office or by email, must be received prior to 1:00PM on day of meeting.

Government Code Section 54954.3 provides that the public will have an opportunity to address the Board on any item described on a regular or 
special meeting before consideration of that item.  The Board reserves the right to limit the time of presentation by individuals and groups 
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VII. ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS
REPORTS AND PRESENTATIONS – Routine report of activities, operations, meetings / conferences held and/or attended
by Board members, Staff, and General Manager

Operators—Dan and Brian-   Water Leaks—Operational Demands--River Level

Office----Mary Nieto—Office and Customer Update

Board Members-

Correspondence-

General Manager—Ralph Emerson pg. 4

VIII. REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS
A. CONSENT AGENDA

Notice to the Public
All matters listed under Consent Agenda are considered to be routine and non-controversial, require no discussion and are
expected to have unanimous Board support and may be enacted by the Board by one motion and voice vote.  There will be no
separate discussion of these items; however, before the Board votes on the motion to adopt, members of the Board may request
that specific items be removed from the Consent Agenda for separate discussion and action.  Any items will be considered after
the motion to approve the Consent Agenda as time permits.

A.1 Approve March 24th 2026, Regular Meeting Minutes  - pg. 5-7
A.2        Operations Safety Report-          pg.8-13 
A.3        Approve Financials- No financials           
             Motion:  Second: Vote: 

B. GENERAL BUSINESS – Action items

    Notice to the Public 
The Board of Directors will allow public comment on agenda items at the time the agenda item is considered. However 

  We ask that any person who wishes to speak on an agenda item submit a request prior to the meeting being called to 
   order. You will be given 3 minutes on each agenda item that you wish to comment on and the Board of Directors will 
   discuss the item amongst themselves with no other public comment.       

B.1   Tank Replacement Project –Construction Phase                  Handout 
           (discussion-possible action)       Dan-Ralph-Jennie 
           Motion:                         Second:              Vote:           

Government Code Section 54954.3 provides that the public will have an opportunity to address the Board on any item described on a regular or 
special meeting before consideration of that item.  The Board reserves the right to limit the time of presentation by individuals and groups 
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                          B.2          Bear Canyon Sewer Connection Request                                 pg. 14 
                                           (discussion-possible action)     info at meeting 
                                          Motion:                         Second:                          Vote:      
       
                          B.3          Remove unused aerial sewer pipe across river                                   pg. 15 
                                             (discussion-direction requested)         
                                            
                          B.4          Purchase New Utility Work Truck                                          Handout                                                                       
                                           (discussion-possible action)       Dan and Ralph 
                                           Motion:                         Second:                          Vote: 
 
                          B.5          Declare Boom Truck Surplus Equipment for Sale  Information / photo at meeting      pg. 16-21 
                                           (discussion-direction requested)   April Meeting resolution #26-003 
                                           Motion:                           Second:                          Vote: 
 
                          B.6          2026 Elections with 3 GSD Board Members up for re-election              pg. 22 
                                            (discussion-information only) 
 
                          B.7          Connick Creek Request to enter a new contract with GSD                    pg. 23-47 
                                             (discussion-possible action) 
                                             Motion:                           Second:                          Vote: 
                                                                     
        C.            POLICY REVISION / ADOPTION  
               
                           C.1         Customer Water/Sewer Service Responsibility Sec 7.1-7.3a                    pg. 48-50 
                                         (discussion-no action) 2nd Reading   Resolution 26-004 
 
                           C.2        Agriculture Water Meter Ordinance Sec 15.9                                            pg. 51-53 
                                         (discussion-no action)1st Reading 
 
 
 
IX. ITEMS FOR NEXT BOARD MEETING------- Date of Next Meeting—May 19th, 2026 (memorial day 25th) 

1. Purchase New Utility Work Truck                                                                                       
                  2.   Water Improvement Project                                           
                  3.   Community Improvement Projects, Private and County 
                  4.   Drought Preparedness 
                  5.   Open Bids for Boom Truck 
                                     MAY 19TH 3:00pm (Budget Meeting with Finance Committee) 
 
X. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
The GSD Board meeting agenda will be posted at the District Office no later than. Date:  Saturday, April 25th 2026. The agenda will be on the GSD 
website and is emailed to the local newspapers and those who have requested an agenda in writing or e-mail.  
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need a special accommodation to participate, please contact the Garberville 
Sanitary District Office at (707)923-9566 at least 48 hours in advance. 
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Garberville Sanitary District 
PO Box 211 

Garberville, CA. 95542 
(707)923-9566 

 
 

GENERAL MANAGER REPORT 
Date: April 28th, 2026 

 
The Water Distribution Project edges closer to completion as we continue waiting for Tesco to complete 
programming the control system, verify system works completely and to train Brian and Dan. The delay 
has stalled completion, while we had a partial completion walk through yesterday, to identify anything 
remaining from SHN and Wahlund Construction. Most of these items were fairly easy to complete or 
repair but we are all waiting for Tesco to complete their contracted work and then we can do a final walk 
through.  
 
There are new water service and fire suppression requirements for the Veterans Hall which Dan, Mary 
and I, have been coordinating on what the District requires for this connection, while Dan has been 
working with the County on site to make sure these changes are made.  
 
There was an incident in which one of the District work trucks lost traction and rolled into a power pole 
but nobody was in truck or was hurt. The incident was reported promptly from scene to PG&E, Sheriff 
and Emergency Services. Electricity was disrupted for a period of time but restored by evening. This 
could have been much worse, so we are using it as an Operations and Safety meeting topic.  
 
We have been working to locate water leaks and determine customer water usage based on the reported 
usage and the water meter reading. This has all of us investigating and providing historical water usage 
from billing. 
 
There have been inquiries to remove water meter or reduce water base rates for customers with 
agriculture meters that have minimal or no water usage during off season and this will be discussed in 
agenda with item C.2. 
 
There has been an ongoing sewer leak between Rays grocery store and Giddy-Up coffee on Redwood 
Drive. We have run camera down main pipe multiple times along with cleaning the main line which is 
clear, with no sewer blockage or back up. There are multiple customer sewer laterals which enter our 
main sewer pipe and this is where the problem seems to be, but we do not repair customer sewer laterals 
because of liability, so the property owner is responsible for this type of problem, although we will assist 
them with any repairs.  
I have authorized replacing the section of main sewer pipe from Rays North driveway to Giddy-Up and 
Brett VanMeter will be doing the work, so while this work is being done, we will make any repairs that 
leave private property and enter the main sewer pipe.   

 
 

Respectfully Submitted: 
 
Ralph Emerson 
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GARBERVILLE SANITARY DISTRICT 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

AGENDA 
 

There will be a regular meeting held by the Garberville Sanitary District Board of Directors at the  
GSD District Office 

919 Redwood DR. Garberville, CA 
 

Date of Meeting:  Tuesday, March 24thth, 2026 
5:00 p.m. – Open Session to Public 

 
Any writings or documents that are public records and are provided to a majority of the governing board regarding an open session item on this 
agenda will be made available for public inspection in the District Office located at 919 Redwood Dr. during normal business hours. 
 
NOTE: The Board of Directors may require staff and the public to participate, via teleconference or    
              Otherwise electronically. This meeting is compliant with AB361 which allows for a deviation of  
              Teleconference rules required by the Brown Act during a proclaimed state of emergency. 
 

I. REGULAR MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
 
Doug called the meeting to order at 5:02 pm 

 
II. ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM  
              Rio Anderson- Present 

 Doug Bryan-Present 
 Julie Lyon- Absent 
 Dan Thomas- Absent 
 Richard Landes- Present 

 
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
  Motion: Rio Anderson  Second: Richard Landes  Vote: 3-0  
 
IV.        Questions or Comments about Closed Session Items 
           No Closed Session 
   
V. RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 
              No Closed Session 
 
VI. COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS FROM THE AUDIENCE 

 
 No audience was present during the board meeting. 
 
VII. ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

REPORTS AND PRESENTATIONS  
Operators—Dan and Brian-   Water Leaks—Operational Demands--River Level (1,000 CFS) 

Office----Mary Nieto—Office and Customer Update 

Board Members-  

Correspondence-  

General Manager—Ralph Emerson   pg. 4 

Mary had a possible scam happen with a district vendor. The vendor was notified of the spam happening 

in their business name.  
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VIII. REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 

A. CONSENT AGENDA          
   

A.1 Approve February 24th 2026, Regular Meeting Minutes  - pg. 5-6                          
A.2        Operations Safety Report-                                                      Handout  
A.3        Approve Financials—No Financials                                       

                  Motion: Richard Landes Second: Rio Anderson  Vote: 3-0 
 
 

B.          GENERAL BUSINESS – Action items 

                                                                                           
.                                                                            

      B.1   Tank Replacement Project –Construction Phase                                       
                                         (discussion-possible action)                                     Dan-Ralph 
                                                     
   Verbal update from Dan and Ralph. 
 
   The board of directors took a break during the meeting at 5:20 pm 
   The meeting returned to open session at 5:37 pm  
 
                          B.2          Bear Canyon Sewer Connection Request                                   pg. 7 
                                           (discussion-possible action)      
                                              
   Ralph is going to do more research on this request and bring information to the board at 

the next meeting.       
 
                          B.3          Remove unused aerial sewer pipe across river                                   pg. 8 
                                             (discussion-direction requested)         
                                            
  B.4    Update on GSD Audit                                           
                                               (discussion-possible action)     
   
   The audit will be complete and delivered to the agencies who require to have a copy of the 

districts audit on file.                                 
 
                          B.5          Small Claims and Collections Process     (information at meeting)                                                                            
                                           (discussion-possible action)       Ralph and Mary   
                                            
   The next small claims court date is scheduled for 3/25/2026 
 
                          B.6          Declare Boom Truck Surplus Equipment for Sale  Information / photo at meeting 
                                           (discussion-direction requested)    
                                              
   The district is interested in the surplus of the boom truck. The district will sell the boom 

truck to the highest bidder.  
 
                           B.7          2026 Elections with 3 GSD Board Members up for reelection              pg. 9 
                                            (discussion-information only) 
 
   The county office of elections sent a notice to the district board about officer terms 

expiring in 2026. The general election is prepared to be November 3, 2026. 
Candidate filing period is July 13- August 7, 2026. 
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  B.8          Connick Creek Request to enter a new contract with GSD                    pg. 10-32 
                                             (discussion-possible action) 
                                              
                                                                     
        C.            POLICY REVISION / ADOPTION  
               
                           C.1         Customer Water/Sewer Service Responsibility Sec 7.1-7.3a                    pg. 33 
                                         (discussion-no action)1st Reading 
                                          
   No changes made. Bring back resolution to the next board meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
IX. ITEMS FOR NEXT BOARD MEETING------- Date of Next Meeting—April 28th, 2026 

1. Update on Operational Demands                                                
                  2.   Water Improvement Project                                           
                  3.   Community Improvement Projects, Private and County 
                  4.   Drought Preparedness 
                  5.   Homeless Encampments 
      6.   Resolution #26-003 
 
 
X. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 The meeting was ended at 7:13 pm 
 
The GSD Board meeting agenda will be posted at the District Office no later than. Date:  Saturday, March 21st 2026. The agenda will be on the 
GSD website and is emailed to the local newspapers and those who have requested an agenda in writing or e-mail.  
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need a special accommodation to participate, please contact the Garberville 
Sanitary District Office at (707)923-9566 at least 48 hours in advance. 
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RESOLUTION 26-003 

A RESOLUTION OF THE GARBERVILLE SANITARY DISTRICT DECLARES A  

1995 F-350 BOOM TRUCK, SURPLUS PROPERTY  

 

A. WHEREAS, It has been determined that the Garberville Sanitary District has 
no need for a 1995 F-350 Boom Truck 

B. WHEREAS,   Resolution 26-003 will allow the District to declare this vehicle as 
surplus property for sale to the highest bidder 
 

C. WHEREAS,     This Resolution requires  the public to make a bid for this vehicle 
and that the District will post this request for bid in 3 locations and with the local news media 
 

D. WHEREAS,     The District will accept bids for 30 days or until close of business on 
May 19th 2026. 

 
E.          WHEREAS,       Bids will be opened at the May 19thth Board meeting and the 

truck will be awarded to the highest bidder. 
 
F.           WHEREAS,      This vehicle will be sold  (AS-IS) and the District takes no 

responsibility for damages that occur after the change of ownership or prior to sale. 
 

 

  DECLARATION OF A 1995 Ford F-350 BOOM TRUCK AS SURPLUS PROPERTY                                            
Garberville Sanitary District declares a 1995 F-350 propane powered boom 
truck as surplus property and the highest bidder will purchase the truck (As Is). 
 
All Bids must be received prior to end of business day on May 19th, where bids 
will be opened at the regular Board meeting and the highest bidder will be 
awarded the vehicle.  
 
Payment in full must be made when vehicle is picked up by new owner or 
representative. 
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NOW, THEREFORE LET IT BE KNOWN THAT, THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
GARBERVILLE SANITARY DISTRICT APPROVES DECLARING A 1995 FORD F-350 BOOM TRUCK 
AS SURPLUS PROPERTY, THUS ALLOWING THE DISTRICT TO SELL THIS VEHICLE TO THE 
HIGHEST BIDDER. 
 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 28th day of April  2026 
 by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES: 
 
NOES: 
 
ABSTAIN: 
 
ABSENT: 
       __________________________________ 
       Doug Bryan, Board Chair person  
 
ATTEST: 
 
________________________________   
Ralph Emerson, General Manager 
 

21



22



23



24



25



26



27



28



29



30



31



32



33



34



35



36



37



38



39



40



41



42



43



                      Garberville Sanitary District 
                                             PO Box 211 
                                         919 Redwood DR. 
                                    Garberville, CA. 95542 
                     Office(707)923-9566   Fax(707)923-3130 
 

 
Connick Creek Water Service 

 
February 28, 2022 

 
Connick Creek Customers, 
 
Once again it has been brought to my attention that your water has been turned off 
because of a water leak that has not been repaired, so I have included the water service 
contract for Connick Creek, so you can understand who is responsible for water service. 
 

1. GSD provides the water for Connick Creek through a Master Water Meter. 
2. The water distribution system including installation or repairs is the responsibility 

of the property owners. 
3. GSD is not allowed to do repairs in Connick Creek, per contract. 
4. We read the individual water meters monthly, and customers are billed for water 

usage. 
5. When there is a water leak, the water will be turned off to Connick Creek because 

we cant allow the leak to drain all water tanks in the District. 
6. When all individual water meters are read and there is a water use overage above 

the master meter, somebody must pay that overage or water will be turned off 
because of non-payment. 

7. The water overage has been paid by Young Jacobsen until now but he will no longer 
be paying this overage, so somebody or all of you must decide who is paying for the 
additional water usage each month. 

8. My recommendation is that you meet as your contract says you will, and develop a 
new agreement which addresses, water distribution system, leaks and who will pay 
the water overage. 

 
I do not care how you decide to address these issues but the water will be turned off if 
water overage is not paid and leaks are not fixed. 
 
I am willing to meet with you to find a solution to these matters but this is your 
responsibility and property, so GSD has no authority with an area outside of District 
boundaries, like Connick Creek. 

 
Ralph Emerson  
 
General Manager 
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                      Garberville Sanitary District 
                                             PO Box 211 
                                         919 Redwood DR. 
                                    Garberville, CA. 95542 
                     Office(707)923-9566   Fax(707)923-3130 
 
 

 
 

Ralph, 

  

Regarding this situation, and in anticipation of a call you and I will have on the subject, my reading is as follows: 

  

1. Association allocates the overage internally.  The individual Association property owners (on "their side" of 
the master meter) can agree among themselves how to split overages: equal shares, pro rata by metered use, by 
frontage/parcel, or charged to the owner tied to the leak if identifiable. The 2022 GSD letter strongly suggests this is 
what GSD expects the owners to do. 

  

2. GSD and the owners amend or restate the contract to add an overage-allocation rule.  Because the 
recorded 2010 agreement says amendments must be in a writing signed by the District and all then-owners of the 
involved properties, a binding new agreement will be necessary if GSD wants enforceable clarity regarding overage 
allocation and/or collection against individual owners. 

  

3. If no one pays, GSD may shut off water.  That is stated directly in the 2022 letter.  So even if allocation is 
disputed, the documents support GSD taking the position that continued service depends on the overage being paid 
and leaks being fixed. 

  

If overages exist between the master meter and the members' meters, GSD can bill the Association for that total 
discrepancy and require payment, but the current documents do not clearly give GSD a built-in mechanism to force a 
specific allocation among the members. That is why GSD's letter pushes for a new agreement addressing overages, 
and that agreement is not forthcoming based on your message, correct? 

  

Anyway, let's discuss further handling.  I have several questions about current billing practices and overage 
collections under the existing contract.  
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THE MITCHELL LAW FIRM, LLP 

Russell S. Gans 

THE MITCHELL LAW FIRM, LLP 

Ralph Emerson 
General Manager 

Garberville Sanitary District 
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ARTICLE 7 - GENERAL USE REGULATIONS 

Sec 7.1 Water Waste.  No customer shall knowingly permit leaks. Where water is 
wastefully or negligently used on customer premises. Customers must notify GSD of 
any leaks that are observed, so Field staff can make appropriate repairs. seriously 
affecting the general service, The District may discontinue the service if such 
conditions are not corrected within five (5) business days after giving the customer 
written notice. 
 
Sec 7.2 Responsibility for Equipment on Customer Premises.  All facilities installed 
by the District on private property for the purpose of rendering providing water service 
shall remain the property of the District and may be maintained, replaced, or repaired by 
the District without consent or interference of the owner or occupant of the property.  The 
property owner will be responsible for any damage to GSD equipment and they will 
reimburse all costs incurred by the District to make required repairs.  shall use 
reasonable care in the protection of the facilities. 
 
Sec 7.3 Damage to Water System Facilities.  The customer shall be liable for any 
damage to the service facilities or equipment when such damage is from causes 
originating on the premises by an act of the customer or his tenants, agents, employees, 
contractors, licensees or permittees, including the breaking or destruction of locks by the 
customer or others on or near a meter, and any damage to a meter. 
 The District shall be reimbursed by the customer or property owner for any such damage 
promptly on presentation of a bill. to District equipment. Failure to pay for damages 
or enter into a payment plan with G.S.D., may result in termination of water/sewer 
service along with being subject to legal recourse. 
Updated 01/25/2024 as per Resolution 24-001 adopted 01/23/2024 

 
Sec 7.3a D Water-Sewer Pipe Damage and Responsibility.  The District is not 
responsible for damage to water/sewer pipes on private property and will not enter 
property for inspection without approval from property owner/tenant and General 
Manager. When District employees assist a customer on private property, they will not be 
responsible for damage, now or in the future. No work will be performed on 
public/private property without completing and approved liability/damage waiver. 
Updated 11/15/2023 as per Resolution 23-013 adopted 11/14/2023 
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RESOLUTION 26-004 

A RESOLUTION OF THE GARBERVILLE SANITARY DISTRICT AUTHORIZING A 
CHANGE TO THE WATER ORDINANCE ARTICLE 7-GENERAL USE REGULATIONS 

SEC 7.1 – 7.3a  

A. WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the Garberville Sanitary District, has 
determined that Sec 7.1 – Sec 7.3a needs to be updated to comply with current requirements 
and responsibilities.  

B. WHEREAS, Customers must notify Garberville Sanitary District office 
personnel when leaks or damage to water/wastewater system is observed.  

 
C. WHEREAS, The Customer is responsible for any damages they create on GSD 

equipment, meters, or pipes and they are responsible for damages on their property or after 
leaving the water meter.  

 
D. WHEREAS,  Any damages to GSD equipment, property, water meters or pipes 

will be paid by the customer promptly after receiving an invoice.  
 
E. WHEREAS,  When reimbursement has not be made for damages, the amount 

due will be added to water/service charges or will be collected through legal action if not paid.  
 

 
ARTICLE 7 - GENERAL USE REGULATIONS 

Sec 7.1 Water Waste.  No customer shall knowingly permit leaks. Where water is 
wastefully or negligently used on customer premises. Customers must notify GSD of any 
leaks that are observed, so Field staff can make appropriate repairs. The District may 
discontinue service if such conditions are not corrected within five (5) business days 
after giving the customer written notice. 

Sec 7.2 Responsibility for Equipment on Customer Premises.  All facilities installed by 
the District on private property for the purpose of providing water service shall remain 
the property of the District and may be maintained, replaced, or repaired by the District 
without consent or interference of the owner or occupant of the property.  The 
property owner will be responsible for any damage to GSD equipment and they will 
reimburse all costs incurred by the District to make required repairs.   
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Sec 7.3 Damage to Water System Facilities.  The customer shall be liable for any 
damage to the service facilities or equipment when such damage is from causes 
originating on the premises by an act of the customer or his tenants, agents, employees, 
contractors, licensees or permittees, including the breaking or destruction of locks by 
the customer or others on or near a meter, and any damage to a meter. The District 
shall be reimbursed by the customer or property owner for any such damage to District 
equipment. Failure to pay for damages or enter into a payment plan with G.S.D., may 
result in termination of water/sewer service along with being subject to legal recourse. 

Sec 7.3a D Water-Sewer Pipe Damage and Responsibility.  The District is not 
responsible for damage to water/sewer pipes on private property and will not enter 
property for inspection without approval from property owner/tenant and General 
Manager. When District employees assist a customer on private property, they will not 
be responsible for damage, now or in the future. No work will be performed on 
public/private property without completing and approved liability/damage waiver. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, THAT THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
GARBERVILLE SANITARY DISTRICT DOES HEREBY APPROVE RESOLUTION 26-004, APPROVING 
CHANGES TO WATER/WASTEWATER ORDINANCE GENERAL USE REGULATIONS SEC. 7.1—7.3.a  

 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED THIS 28th DAY OF APRIL 2026, BY THE FOLLOWING ROLL 
CALL VOTE 
 
AYES: 
 
NOES: 
 
ABSTAIN: 
 
ABSENT: 
       __________________________________ 
          Doug Bryan—Board Chairperson 
 
ATTEST: 
________________________________   
Ralph Emerson, Board Secretary 
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Sec 15.9 Agricultural Water Use:  

1. Agricultural Water Use Requirements a. Any person requesting 
treated potable water for a commercial agricultural business will be 
required to submit an application at the District office. This application 
will include the agricultural product, the operational plan, a site map, 
any permit required by the County and a $150 handling and inspection 
fee. This application will be renewed annually, or commercial 
agricultural water use will be denied.  

b. This application will include the name and contact information of the 
owner and tenant of the property as well as the address of property and 
estimated gallons of water to be used monthly.  

c. A GSD new and separate approved water meter and a connection fee 
will be required for every approved new commercial agricultural 
business or farm and all approved applicants will pay an additional base 
rate and water usage fee.  

d. In the event that Garberville Sanitary District faces drought 
conditions, infrastructure deficiencies or limitation on the approved 
diversion rate, the agricultural water will be turned off, to ensure 
adequate water for residential use and human consumption.  

e. All commercial agricultural operations which request water will have 
their WATER ORDINANCE 42 01/25/2024 L.S. property inspected by 
the General Manager or designee, at which time the infrastructure will 
be evaluated to ensure that it is capable of handing the increased water 
volume.  
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f. In the event the infrastructure is not adequate for the increased volume 
of water, an agreement will be made with the commercial agricultural 
business to upgrade the infrastructure or work with the District to do so 
before the application will be approved.  

g. When an infrastructure upgrade is required but the commercial 
agricultural business will not pay for or participate in upgrading the 
infrastructure, the application will be denied. Any commercial 
agricultural business will be required to comply with all requirements 
listed below.  

h. Commercial Agricultural customers will be required to show a water 
catchment plan that collects water during the winter months while 
preparing for high demand summer months.  

i. A reconciliation report will be required annually to compare 
projections with actual water use and efficiency.  

j. Customers with a Non-Commercial agricultural or personal water use 
other than for residential, may purchase an additional water meter with 
new connection fee and this meter will be billed at the lower commercial 
agriculture rate.  
k. A non-commercial agriculture meter will be under the same 
restrictions as with commercial agriculture and subject to disconnection 
during drought conditions or emergencies 

l. Customers who discontinue service for off-season growing or for 
non-use,will have service charge options. 

1) Have ag-water meter removed and lose connection fee 
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2) Reduce base rate to $50/month when there is no consumption but
rate will return to full price if any water passes through water meter

3) Any customer who takes advantage of this discount must seek
request in writing at the District office, at which time the property
will be inspected for possible approval.
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